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Competitiveness of Egyptian Roses Exports in
Major International Markets

Laila M. El-Sharif, Khairy H. El Eshmawiy,
Rania M. Barghash and Hamdeya Mussa Khidr
Agricultural Economic Department, National Research Centre, Cairo, Egypt

ABSTRACT: The technology of Roses and ornamental plants production and both domestic and
International marketing is considered a major opportunity for expanding employment and increasing both the
national income and export earnings. Objective of The study is to explore the competitiveness of Egyptian Roses
exports in major foreign markets. In this respect, the impact of competitors price levels and total expenditure of
importing countries upon the Egyptian market share was investigated. The study showed that Egyptian exports
hardly cover 24% of the assigned customs tax-free quotas. Imports of Netherlands, Italy and Saudi Arabia almost
half of the total Egyptian Exports (2003-08). The results also reveal that despite the price comparative advantage
of Egyptian exports to markets of the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia and Italy, its competitive advantage is absent
due to quality in compatibility with specifications and taste of the foreign consumer. As such, the study
recommends undertaking actions leading to creation of new markets characterized by more concern to price
levels than standardized quality specifications, such as markets of Oman, Lybia and China. Additionally, more
concern should be devoted to quality improvement and maximum marketing efficiency, especially to the EU
markets which provide tax-free quotas.
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