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Abstract

This research aimed to study the level of knowledge of farmers about plant diseases of tomato
crop, in addition to studying the nature of the relationship between the independent variables and the
dependent variable. The data were collected through a questionnaire that included 140 farmers,
representing 5% of the total Farmers in Al-Kharj Governorate in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
return was 130 questionnaires (farmers), representing 92.86% of the total targeted sample. The results
showed that the level of farmers' knowledge of the various diseases studied, represented by powdery
mildew, early blight, late blight, leaf spot, bacterial spot, and whitefly, was average. It was found that
there was an inverse correlation at a significance level of 0.00 between the percentage of damaged and
infected tomato crops as an independent variable and the level of knowledge of the respondents about
the studied tomato diseases. There was a positive significant relationship at a significance level of 0.01
between the field of specialization, years of experience, type of farming system, ownership of the farm
holding, exposure to information sources, area of the farm holding, average productivity per hectare as
independent variables, and the level of knowledge about tomato diseases as a dependent variable.
Keywords: knowledge, tomato, diseases, among, farmers, Al-Kharj
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