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Training Needs of Extension Workers in the field of Planning Extension
Programs in Saudi Arabia

Ayad Mohammed Al- Sabri, Khodran Hamdan AL-Zahrani. Abdulaziz Thabet Dabiah,
Ahmed Hasan Herab

Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Society, College of Food and Agriculture Sciences, King Saud University, , P.O.
Box 2460, Riyadh11451, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

This study mainly aimed at studying the training needs of extension workers in the field of planning
and evaluating extension programs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and that is through
determining the degree of training needs of agricultural extension workers in the field of planning
and evaluating extension programs and studying the nature of the relationship between personal
and social characteristics as independent variables and between training needs. For extension
workers in the field of planning and evaluating agricultural extension programs as a dependent
variable.

The data was collected through a questionnaire prepared for the purpose of achieving the objectives
of the study. The study included all 266 agricultural extension agents in all regions of the Kingdom.
The number of correctly completed and filled-out questionnaires was 102. Several statistical
methods were used to present and describe the results of the study, which were: percentages,
frequencies, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and simple correlation coefficient, using the
SPSS Statistical Program for Social Sciences. The results of the study conclude that 66.7% of the
agricultural extension workers in the Kingdom are those with a high need for training in the field
of planning extension programs. And occupied the first ranks in the planning fields, setting
priorities for problems and needs, organizing publicity and advertising procedures for the
indicative program, distributing and managing the resources needed to implement the program
(costs, time, human resources, equipment and facilities, distribution of tasks.).

Keywords: Training, Needs, Extension Workers, Planning, Programs.
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