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The importance of farmers' biofertilizers usage from the perspective of

extension agents in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Yahya Saeed Alotibi Abduaziz Thabet Dabiah

Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Society, College of Food and Agricultural Sciences, King Saud University,
P.0O. Box 2460, Riyadh 11451, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research is to identify the perceptions of workers in the agricultural
extension system regarding the importance of the utilizing of biofertilizers. The required data were
collected from a random sample of (125) individuals using a questionnaire designed for this purpose,
and to analyze the data, some statistical methods were made use of, such as frequencies, ratios percentile,
and Pearson's simple correlation coefficient. The results showed that (64.8%) of the respondents had
moderate attitudes, while (31.2%) their attitudes were strong, and the level of the respondents’ attitudes
for all the expressions of the scale averaged between (40% - 58.4%), while their attitudes were strong
for all measures of the scale, with a rate ranging between (22.4% - 47.2%), and the results showed that
there are some obstacles that limit farmers’ use of biological fertilizers, reaching their highest (77.6%)
and their lowest (56%). The most important of these obstacles were the lack of farmers’ awareness of
the importance of bio-fertilizers, and the lack or scarcity of guidance publications in the field of bio-
fertilizers, as it was found from the results that there is a correlation at a significant level (0.01) between
the respondents’ attitudes and their education level and the degree of benefit from training courses.
However, the results showed that there is no correlation at a significant level (0.01) between the
respondents' attitudes and their age, duration of work in agricultural extension, and whether or not to

receive training courses in the field of bio-fertilizers.
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